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Prayer 

Lord God as we share in this act of worship, we would ask for 

your blessing to be upon us. Make us one people, your 

people and by your Holy Spirit so lift our hearts and our 

praise that we may not only worship you, but may be 

refreshed and renewed and ready to continue as your 

disciples through the coming days. 

Amen 

Hymn  Praise to the Lord  

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  

the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him,  

for He is thy health and salvation! 

Come ye who hear, 

Brothers and sisters, draw near, 

Praise Him in glad adoration. 
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Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things  

so wondrously reigneth, 

Bears thee on eagle’s wings,  

and through all troubles sustaineth: 

Hast thou not seen 

All that is needful hath been 

Granted in what he ordaineth? 

 

Praise to the Lord,  

who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 

Surely His goodness and mercy  

here daily attend thee: 

Ponder anew 

All the Almighty can do, 

Who with His love doth befriend thee. 
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Praise to the Lord!  

O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath,  

come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen 

Sound from His people again: 

Gladly for aye we adore Him 

 

Reading Psalm 118 

Tell the LORD 

    how thankful you are, 

    because he is kind 

    and always merciful. 

2 Let Israel shout, 

    “God is always merciful!” 
3 Let the family of Aaron 

the priest shout, 

    “God is always merciful!” 
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4 Let every true worshiper 

of the LORD shout, 

    “God is always merciful!” 

5 When I was really hurting, 

    I prayed to the LORD. 

    He answered my prayer, 

    and took my worries away. 
6 The LORD is on my side, 

    and I am not afraid 

    of what others can do to me. 
7 With the LORD on my side, 

    I will defeat all 

    of my hateful enemies. 
8 It is better to trust the LORD 

    for protection 

    than to trust anyone else, 
9     including strong leaders. 
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10 Nations surrounded me, 

    but I got rid of them 

    by the power of the LORD. 
11 They attacked from all sides, 

    but I got rid of them 

    by the power of the LORD. 
12 They swarmed around like bees, 

but by the power of the LORD, 

    I got rid of them 

    and their fiery sting. 
13 Their attacks were so fierce 

that I nearly fell, 

    but the LORD helped me. 
14 My power and my strength 

come from the LORD, 

    and he has saved me. 
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15 From the tents of God’s people 

come shouts of victory: 

    “The LORD is powerful! 
16 With his mighty arm 

the LORD wins victories! 

    The LORD is powerful!” 

17 And so my life is safe, 

    and I will live to tell 

    what the LORD has done. 
18 He punished me terribly, 

    but he did not let death 

    lay its hands on me. 

19 Open the gates of justice! 

    I will enter and tell the LORD 

    how thankful I am. 

20 Here is the gate of the LORD! 

    Everyone who does right 

    may enter this gate. 
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21 I praise the LORD 

    for answering my prayers 

    and saving me. 
22 The stone that the builders 

    tossed aside 

    has now become 

    the most important stone. 

23 The LORD has done this, 

    and it is amazing to us. 
24 This day belongs to the LORD! 

    Let’s celebrate 

    and be glad today. 
25 We’ll ask the LORD to save us! 

    We’ll sincerely ask the LORD 

    to let us win. 

26 God bless the one who comes 

    in the name of the LORD! 

    We praise you from here 

    in the house of the LORD. 
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27 The LORD is our God, 

    and he has given us light! 

Start the celebration! 

    March with palm branches 

    all the way to the altar.[a] 

28 The LORD is my God! 

    I will praise him and tell him 

    how thankful I am. 

29 Tell the LORD 

    how thankful you are, 

    because he is kind 

    and always merciful. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+118&version=CEV#fen-CEV-14090a
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Prayers of Praise and Confession  

We worship you eternal God, creator of the universe, source 

of all being, sustainer of all life. 

We stand amazed in your presence, whose glory and power 

are great beyond our imaging. The blazing light of your 

purity and holiness reveals to us how tarnished and 

imperfect our own lives are; 

yet in Christ you have shown your unbounded love for us. 

So dazzled by your glory, marvelling that you love us, we 

come to worship you. All praise and honour and glory be 

given to you almighty Father. 

 

We confess to you Father that we have sinned. 

You have shown us in Jesus that it is better to give than to 

receive; but we have remain selfish and acquisitive. 
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You have shown us in Jesus that love is stronger than hatred; 

but we have nursed grievances and resentments. 

You have shown us in Jesus a new way of living; but we have 

preferred to conform to the standards of the world. 

You have shown us in Jesus that the way to true greatness is 

the way of the cross; but we have been afraid to follow in 

our masters footsteps. 

And so we have failed ourselves; we have failed others and 

worst of all, we have failed you. 

Your will for everyone is wholeness of life, but by our folly 

and disobedience we have prevented ourselves and others 

from experiencing it. 

Forgive us Father. Assure us of your mercy and compassion; 

enable us to start again; and grant that by your Spirit's 

power we may yet attain to that fullness of life which you 

offer to us in Jesus Christ our Lord, for his sake. 

Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in Heaven,  

hallowed be Your Name. 

Your will be done on earth as in Heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Do not bring us to the time of trial,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom,  

the power and the glory are Yours  

now and forever. Amen. 
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Hymn  For the beauty of the earth 

For the beauty of the earth,  

for the beauty of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth  

over and around us lies:  

Gracious God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise.  

 

For the beauty of each hour  

of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale, and tree and flower,  

sun and moon, and stars of light:  

Gracious God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise.  

 

For the joy of ear and eye,  

for the heart and mind's delight,  

for the mystic harmony  

linking sense to sound and sight:  

Gracious God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise.  
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For the joy of human love,  

brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth, and friends above;  

for all gentle thoughts and mild:  

Gracious God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise.  

 

For each perfect gift of thine  

to our race so freely given,  

graces human and divine,  

flowers of earth and buds of heaven:  

Gracious God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise.  

 

For thy people, evermore  

lifting holy hands above,  

offering up on every shore  

their pure sacrifice oflove:  

Gracious God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise.  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, creator of the universe, we offer you our 

heartfelt thanks for the beauty and goodness of your 

creation and for the redemption brought to us through JC 

your Son.  

We thank you that he had a human birth like ours, that like 

us, he grew through childhood, developing in body, mind 

and spirit, to become a mature adult.  

We thank you that he fully shared our human life and 

experienced our human death, that as he took our nature 

upon him, so we too may participate in his glorious 

resurrection. 

Especially today we give you thanks for the love and care 

which Jesus showed to all who were sick, and for his concern 

that all should know the wholeness of life that is your will for 

everyone.  

We thank you too for those whose lives are dedicated to the 

care of the sick and the dying, and to the eradication of 
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disease - doctors, surgeons, nurses, hospital workers, 

medical researchers and scientists. 

Father, we too would share in the reconciling and healing 

work of your son. To this end we pledge ourselves to your 

service and to the service of our community. help us to be 

agents of your healing peace and mediators of your 

reconciling love 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen 
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Reading  Romans 8 v 26 - 39  

In certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us. 

For example, when we don’t know what to pray for, the 

Spirit prays for us in ways that cannot be put into 

words. 27 All of our thoughts are known to God. He can 

understand what is in the mind of the Spirit, as the Spirit 

prays for God’s people. 28 We know that God is always at 

work for the good of everyone who loves him.[d] They are the 

ones God has chosen for his purpose, 29 and he has always 

known who his chosen ones would be. He had decided to let 

them become like his own Son, so that his Son would be the 

first of many children. 30 God then accepted the people he 

had already decided to choose, and he has shared his glory 

with them. 

31 What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can 

anyone be against us? 32 God did not keep back his own Son, 

but he gave him for us. If God did this, won’t he freely give 

us everything else? 33 If God says his chosen ones are 

acceptable to him, can anyone bring charges against 

them? 34 Or can anyone condemn them? No indeed! Christ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8&version=CEV#fen-CEV-26059d
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died and was raised to life, and now he is at God’s right 

side,[e] speaking to him for us. 35 Can anything separate us 

from the love of Christ? Can trouble, suffering, and hard 

times, or hunger and nakedness, or danger and death? 36 It is 

exactly as the Scriptures say, 

“For you we face death 

    all day long. 

We are like sheep 

on their way 

    to be butchered.” 

37 In everything we have won more than a victory because of 

Christ who loves us. 38 I am sure that nothing can separate us 

from God’s love—not life or death, not angels or spirits, not 

the present or the future, 39 and not powers above or 

powers below. Nothing in all creation can separate us from 

God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord! 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8&version=CEV#fen-CEV-26065e
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Sermon 

“What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can 

anyone be against us?” 

Or maybe today we should ask “can anything be against us” 

In a matter of a few short weeks, our lives have been turned 

upside down in a way that would have been unimaginable 

just a month ago. 

Who would have thought that pubs and clubs would be shut, 

churches would cease to meet, that schools would close – 

and not just for a day or two but for 3 months, maybe 

longer. 

Who would have thought that the government might spend 

over £330 billion pounds to support the economy – way 

more than the manifesto promises of any political party – 

and that people would still demand more.  
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Who would have thought that even small scale family 

gatherings would be fraught with fear and that our elderly 

folk would go unvisited for their own protection. 

Our lives have been turned upside down. 

We live in strange times 

So what does it mean for us, whose lives are in turmoil, to 

say “If God is on our side, can anyone be against us?”  

What can that possibly mean today?  

Can it still be true? 

Well I am in no doubt that this promise, this verse, indeed 

the whole of this passage from Romans 8 – Romans 8 v 26 – 

39 are words for our time. 

God IS on our side. Nothing can stand against us. 

Of course we have to be clear what that means. 
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In the first world war, British soldiers rose out of their 

trenches with the words of their chaplains and officers, 

ringing in their ears “God is on our side”. 

Meanwhile, across no man’s land, other soldiers faced them, 

their confidence boosted by their chaplains and officers who 

would have pointed out their belt buckles emblazoned with 

the words “Gott mit uns” – God with us. 

Both sides claimed God was on their side – and the truth is 

both sides were right. 

If God is on our side – well they can both cross out the If – 

God IS on our side …. But not against the enemy. 

God is on our side – not to win our battles, like some 

benevolent big brother. 

God is on our side – not to prove our side right and everyone 

else wrong. 

God is on our side – not to sweep away every 

unpleasantness, every problem. 
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God is on our side – because God is always on our side, to 

stand alongside us to support us, to sustain us and yes 

protect us against anything that would challenge us and 

threaten us eternally. 

And we know this is true because as Paul says in v 32 “God 

did not keep back his own Son, but he gave him for us. If God 

did this, won’t he freely give us everything else?” 

We seek God’s power, God’s presence, God’s protection 

through this current crisis and it is right that we do – but 

Paul reminds us that actually asking for that is as nothing to 

what God has already given us in Christ. 

Paul reminds us that God sent his son, to die for us, to rise 

again, to offer forgiveness for our sins and to raise us to new 

life – and God didn’t have to do any of that. There was no 

divine law that said this must happen. God knew from the 

start that that is what would happen, but his hand wasn’t 

forced. He wasn’t boxed in with no choices. 
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God freely sent Jesus as our saviour. 

We can receive that grace.  

We don’t deserve it. 

We can’t earn it. 

It is freely given – forgiveness and new life in Christ. 

So says St Paul – if God has done all that for you – and he is 

and I am speaking to YOU. If God has done all that for YOU, 

why would he hesitate to give you everything else. 

God has given us his Son, Jesus and he continues to give us 

his Holy Spirit. 

Anything else we need, pales into insignificance in 

comparison to what God has already given us. 

God has given us his Son – and our needs through this 

Coronavirus crisis are as nothing in comparison. 
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God has given us his Holy Spirit – and our hope for 

protection through these coming days is insignificant in 

contrast. 

“If God is on our side, (and he is) can anyone (or indeed 

anything) be against us?  

And as God did not keep back his own Son, but gave him for 

us, he will freely give us everything else” 

And that ‘everything’ is all we need. 

All that we need – his peace, his love, his hope, his comfort, 

his strength. 

Everything we need – except toilet rolls and pasta. 

 

During these coming days – days that will get worse before 

they get better – I would encourage you to hold onto this 

passage from Romans 8 and especially perhaps the three key 

verses “ 
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v26 “we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us.“ 

 v28 “We know that God is always at work for the good of 

everyone who loves him.“ 

 v31 “If God is on our side, can anyone be against us?“ 

These proclaim God’s presence with us though these difficult 

times. That God stands alongside us in all our troubles. That 

God will never leave us. 

He gave his Son for us. He will freely give everything else. 

So I encourage you to face the coming days with courage, if 

not confidence. 

“If God is on our side, (and he is) can anyone (or indeed 

anything) be against us?  

Amen 
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Response 

To face difficult times, to conquer our weakness and our 

powerlessness, to do God’s will in the face of all adversity 

and trouble, we need the gift of the Holy Spirit. Only the 

Holy Spirit can bring us through. 

We are going to have a few moments quiet and I would 

invite you to ask God to anoint you, to bless you afresh with 

the Holy Spirit. 

Simply say in the quiet of your heart.  

Lord fill me anew with your Holy Spirit. 

A time of quiet 

Let us pray 

Father, give us your Spirit and establish your truth in us, until 

we know how to pray, what to ask, and all our prayers are 

answered, our joy is complete and you are glorified with 

Jesus Christ our Lord, for ever. Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession  

Let us pray to the Lord, 

who is our refuge and stronghold.  

For the health and well-being of our nation, 

that all who are fearful and anxious 

may be at peace and free from worry: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For the isolated and housebound, 

that we may be alert to their needs, 

and care for them in their vulnerability: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For our homes and families, 

our schools and young people, 

and all in any kind of need or distress: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
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For a blessing on our local community, 

that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and 

friendship, where all are known and cared for: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn   Jesus shall reign 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun  

does his successive journeys run;  

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,  

till moons shall wax and wane no more.  
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2 For him shall endless prayer be made,  

and praises throng to crown his head;  

his name like sweet perfume shall rise  

with every morning sacrifice.  

 

3 People and realms of every tongue  

dwell on his love with sweetest song;  

and infant voices shall proclaim  

their early blessings on his name.  

 

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns;  

the prisoners leap to lose their chains,  

the weary find eternal rest,  

and all who suffer want are blest.  

 

5 Let every creature rise and bring  

peculiar honours to our King;  

angels descend with songs again,  

and earth repeat the loud Amen.  
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Benediction   

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

WILL be with us evermore. 

Amen 

 


